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Fall 2009 

A ribbon cutting ceremony on August 19 marked the official opening of the 
YWCA’s Child Advocacy Program.  Congressman Michael Arcuri, Cortland 
Mayor Tom Gallagher and Cortland Police Chief Jim Nichols helped pro-
gram director Rita Wright celebrate the opening.  The center is located in 
Cortland at 19 Church Street and brings together a multi-disciplinary team to 
provide services to children, and their non-offending family members, who 
have been victims of physical and/or sexual abuse. 
 

The purpose of the program is to provide a coordinated response to child 
physical and sexual assault that works to reduce further trauma to the child 
as well as to increase the chance that carefully coordinated evidence and 
testimony collection will increase convictions in these cases.  In addition, 
Child Advocacy Programs work as funding conduits that can provide equip-
ment and training to financially lean collaborators in the project, such as  
police departments and the District Attorney’s office.  The program is initially 
funded by an 18 month grant of $141,000 from the NYS Office of Children 
and Family Services and a $50,000 grant from the National Children’s  
Alliance. 
 

This unique, multi-disciplinary team is headed up by Rita Wright, who has 
directed the YWCA Aid to Victims of Violence program for the past 22 years 
and involves representatives from a variety of other agencies including  
Cortland County Child Protective Services, Cortland City Police, New York 
State Police, Cortland District Attorney’s office, SUNY Cortland Police and 
County Mental Health.  The ultimate goal is to improve the ability of law  
enforcement agencies to build a strong case against the perpetrator which 
will result in successful prosecution by the District Attorney.  
 

Working with program director Rita Wright is a dedicated group of volun-
teers from a variety of backgrounds who comprise the advisory committee.  
Chaired by Jill Hearn, the group includes Jo Caratelli, Micki Cavanaugh, 
Nancy Dunbar, Dorothea Fowler, Jenna Gregory, Mike Kilmer, Nancy Kroot, 
Kathy McMahon, Kristen Monroe, Jerry Morrison, Tiffanie Parker and 
Maggie West.  The committee assists Rita in writing and implementing  
policies and procedures necessary to the smooth operation of the center,  
as well as promoting mutual cooperation, support and understanding among 
members of the various organizations they represent. 
 
 
  

Congressman Michael Arcuri, AVV Program Director 
Rita Wright, Cortland Mayor Tom Gallagher and 
Cortland  Police Chief Jim Nichols at the ribbon  
cutting ceremony  

One of the many child friendly areas 
at the center. 






